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The MountainTop Strings of California, created in 2011, is based in Big Bear Lake and is under the direction 
of cellist and music educator Sharon Rizzo. MountainTop Strings is a small ensemble of string musicians 
ranging from 13-30, and was created for the purpose of educating youth to concertize locally and tour abroad. 
Our musicians have the joy of rehearsing and performing in an artistic and inspiring small mountain 
community in Southern California, located 100 miles northeast of Los Angeles and surrounded by the San 
Bernardino National Forest. In the last 12 years, MTSC has grown in popularity both on and off the mountain, 
having performed many concerts and community events, contributing to the overall cultural vision and 
enhancement of the mountain community. The MountainTop Strings are most known for their unique 
performances of a wide range of eclectic musical styles. Repertoire consists of the Baroque music of Vivaldi, 
Corelli, and Bach, Sacred Music, as well as American, Jazz, Rock and Folk music to create delightful programs 
to share with many types of audiences from all over the world.


